2010 Executive for KNWSA

KNWSA Volunteers Hit Big Time

Following our annual meeting in November, we have a
new executive. Co-Presidents are Ches Boutlier of Long
River and Dale Adams of Sea View, Vice President –
Chris Pharo of Kensington, Secretary Susan Graham of
Long River, and Treasurer Dave Cody of Indian River.
Congratulations, executive members. We are all looking
forward to a busy and successful 2010 season.

Check this out. This clip from our KNWSA webpage on a
family of wild geese first appeared on www.knwsa.com
last summer –

Overhaul Planned for Alysha Toombs Pond
The Town of Kensington and KNWSA are working
together to bring some improvements to the Alysha
Toombs Memorial Pond. Currently, the shallow banks
have encouraged thick cattail growth close to the
pond’s edge, which makes angling difficult for the
Fishing Derbies that take place there. The plan includes
clearing cattails in some spots and excavating deep
beside the bank. Also, a hole will be dug close to the
pond’s entrance to trap further silt runoff for future
removal. As well, additional trees will be planted to add
to the tree cover the pond already enjoys. "The Town is
pretty excited about this project. It will be a welcome
improvement that will help make our fishing derbies
even more successful, as well as adding to the beauty
and healthy maintenance of the pond", said Town
Manager Geoff Baker. The work is expected to
commence this spring.

http://www.knwsa.com/geesestory.htm,
and has been picked up for future consideration by the
National Geographic Society and the David Suzuki
Foundation. Well done, Austin Maclin and Beth Smith,
and thanks for helping to keep our local area on the
world map.

Austin Maclin ... “Mac”

Watershed Management Planning
As our community becomes more aware of what we can
do regarding the safety of our water and the enhancement of our streams, we also have come to realize that
we must proceed in a responsible manner. We have
the knowledge and tools at our disposal now that can
make significant, long lasting differences. The decisions
of what type of enhancement to do, and how do we
address the root causes of the challenges to our clean
water cannot be made by one or even a small group of
individuals. In order for our actions to have long lasting
effects, we, as a community, must make decisions
together. ... continued on page 4

Buffer Zones Affect Everyone

Volunteers Recognized, Work Continues

New buffer zone regulations have been in place for a
year now. Last year, 2009, was regarded as an education year by the Conservation and Protection branch
of the Dept. of Environment, Energy and Forestry. In
2010, there will likely be charges laid on some who
violate buffer zone regulations. The fines are $3000
for individuals and $10,000 for corporations. Buffer
zones do not apply only to agricultural land, but to all
watercourses and wetlands, including salt water.
Home, cottage, and woodlot owners also must be
aware of buffer zone regulations.

Three local residents were recognized for their extra
volunteer contributions to our watershed at our
Annual Meeting in November. Edwin, Lawrence and
Chris Wall have single handedly cleaned the west
branch of the Barbara Weit, from the wetland on the
Barbara Weit Rd. in Lower New Annan to Rt. 2,
where the stream passes under the highway, close to
where the Irving Propane Yard once was.

The new Watercourse and Wetland Protection
Regulations require a permit to do the following with
a buffer zone:
- Alter any feature or disturb the ground
- Dump or remove any material or objects of any kind
- Build, repair, or remove structures or obstructions of
any kind
- Operate vehicles or equipment – except for
launching a boat or legal harvesting of a fishery
resource
- Alter or destroy vegetation, including cutting of live
trees and shrubs, except in a wooded swamp
- Carry out stream enhancement activities.
Are the new regs working? Time will tell for sure, but
we had a very wet growing season in 2009 with many
down pours that in the past could have resulted in fish
kills. Excluding anoxic events (another subject
entirely), there were no fish kills reported. This is a
positive development. The policy of Kensington North
Watersheds is that its board members and staff shall
not report a perceived violation of buffer zone
regulations or any other environmental regulation to
the authorities. If we become aware of a potential
problem, we may approach the landowner and bring it
to their attention, but we will not be the ones that will
alert Conservation Officers.
For more information, and to apply for a stream
alteration permit, call the Department of
Environment, Energy and Forestry at 368-5052.
Kensington North Watershed staff may be able to help
you as well, at 836-5253. A fact sheet for the buffer
zone regulations can be observed on line at
www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/eef_buffer_fact.pdf

Edwin & Lawrence Wall

The family Stream Cleaning Team removed large
amounts of wood that had collapsed into the stream
and even built a few brush mats to consolidate some
silt. The rewards were almost immediate, as small
trout were spotted in springs that were formerly
clogged with debris. Depth in midstream improved in
several locations, and gravel bottom, which is better
bottom for spawning, is showing up. Fewer wood
obstructions around the springs has resulted in
reduced vegetation such as water cress, and more
open water for fish and wildlife. These types of
observations have been seen in other streams in the
Kensington North area, as well as across the province,
as stream restoration work continues. As encouraging
as this news is, the truth is that large challenges still
remains. After decades of heavy silt and nutrient
loading, the Barbara Weit estuary is often very close
to becoming anoxic during the summer months. Silt
still flows into this system, as it does in many systems,
which becomes obvious during “red” events – heavy
downpours of rain or rapid spring melt – when silt
enters the system and the waters are red, the colour
of the Island’s silt.

Work shall continue on the West Barbara Weit and
other systems. As we gain knowledge of where hot
spots are, places where large amounts of silt, manure,
road salt, septic waste, or industrial waste enters
waterways, we can encourage those responsible to take
remedial measures. Best locations for silt traps can be
sought out, and new silt traps constructed. Gradually, as
we persist, the long term goals we establish for our
waters will be reached.

services that farmers provide to all Canadians.
(Reprinted from an article on the Delta Waterfowl
website. )
We are fortunate on PEI to have one of the first ALUS
programs in the country. KNWSA is working closely with
several local farmers and landowners to help bring ALUS
into their operations.

KNWSA Membership Form
ALUS – A Glimpse of the Future

Name:

Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) is an ecological
goods and services program offered to farmers and
landowners on PEI that is unique because it’s was
originally designed by farmers, for farmers. It recognizes
the value of conserving and restoring Canada’s natural
capital while respecting and rewarding the important
role that farmers play in environmental management.

Address:

ALUS is also unique because it’s incentive-based.
Farmers have always acted as land stewards and have
provided environmental services to Canadians, though
this generally comes as an expense to the farming
operation. While ALUS won’t compensate farmers for
the impact of environmental regulations, it will provide
them with the tools and capacity to build on their
already sound environmental practices.

Tel:
Email:
Regular - $10
Corporate - $100
Junior - $2
Payable:

Voting member
Non-voting member
Under 19 non-voting membership

Kensington North Watersheds Assoc.
P.O. Box 187
Kensington, P.E.I.
C0B 1M0

Experience in Canada and abroad has shown that
environmental regulations alone cannot effectively
preserve and enhance our environment. They are more
costly and less effective over the long term, which
makes ALUS a positive alternative to create a healthy
and sustainable landscape.
ALUS complements the current agricultural and
environmental programs that are undertaken by a wide
range of organizations in government and the private
sector. ALUS will not absorb the identity or integrity of
these programs, but extend the benefits delivered by
environmental initiatives on farmland. By its nature as a
farmer-led initiative, ALUS encourages the active
participation of farmers in conserving natural capital
and environmental benefits. ALUS would mobilize
producers as conservationists. It would also provide a
national opportunity to communicate the environmental benefits of agriculture and the ecological

More info: 836-5253 or visit www.knwsa.com

Did you know there are over 30 ponds of various
descriptions in the KNWSA area, each of which has
unique requirements for restoration and maintenance.

Our Funders
KNWSA is a non-profit community group that receives
support from several funders. Our major funders are
the Watershed Management Fund (PEI Environment),
EcoAction (Federal Dept. of Environment), the Wildlife
Conservation Fund (PEI), Greening Spaces (PEI Forestry)
Shell Canada Environmental Fund, as well as federal and
provincial job programs.
Our local corporate sponsors are highly valued for their
financial and community support. They are:
K’town Auto Parts
Malpeque Bay Credit Union
Bayside Mussel Farms
Grahams Deep Sea Fishing
Kensington Agricultural Equipment
Indian River Farms

history, land use, nitrates levels, wildlife, and climate
change that we can review and consider. Sub-watersheds will likely have their own individual considerations, and the short-medium-long range plans may vary
according to land use and goals.
Our first public meeting for Watershed Management
Planning will be held on Mar. 8 at the Kensington
Legion at 7:00 p.m. At this meeting, we will look at
some of the current information available on our watersheds. We will examine long range goals. We will try to
draft a vision statement that will incorporate our
concern for clean water and our need to support local
resource based industries (farming, fishing, forestry,
tourism).

W M P from page 1 It is clear that farmers and landowners are the major stakeholders. Rural homeowners
have wells and septic systems that are vital components
of the water system. The Department of Public Works
has a huge impact on streams according to how they
manage our roadways, especially clay road and ditches.
Those who live in residential areas also must use and
dispose of water wisely, and be aware that the source
of their water is the greater watershed. Those who
harvest fish, shellfish, and other aquatic products are
completely dependent on clean water. Branches of
government, industry, and private individuals that fund
and support our efforts also wish to see that we have a
vision, a plan, for our watershed.
At this point, we see our plan developing as follows.
There will be a part of the KNWSA plan that will be
common to all of our sub-watersheds. There are goals
and general visions that we can all share. There is much
information available on a wide range of topics, such as

KNWSA hosted a tour of watershed sites with our elected
members in late summer.
Pictured l. to r. David Cody, Treasurer, KNWSA; Bruce
Gillespie, Lifetime Member, KNWSA; Hon. Wes Sheridan;
Hon. Wayne Easter; Don MacEachern, Lifetime member,
KNWSA; Hon. Richard Brown.

Nitrates Info Meeting
KNWSA and the BBEMA will be co-hosting a meeting to
inform farmers and landowners of the latest information available on soil nitrates. The most recent information from government and private industry will be
informally presented and discussed. The meeting will be
held on Wed. March 24 at 1:30 at the Kensington Lion's
Club. More information to follow.

